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The Census
• The census is a survey that happens every 10 years and everyone takes part

• ONS is the largest independent producer of official statistics and are 
independent from government. Although ONS reports directly to the UK’s 
Parliament, our work is protected from any political interference.

• The census is important because it gives the most detailed information we have 
about our society

• Scotland and Northern Ireland hold their own around the same time.
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Census 2021 Facts
● The next census will take place on Sunday 21 March 2021

● A digital-first census, but paper will be available for those who need it.

● We will focus on engaging with everyone, including under-represented 
and hard to reach groups by providing guidance and support in many 
languages and formats

● Help will be available for people who need support to take part online.
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Why we have a census
The census provides information that government 
needs to: 

• Shape policy
• Allocate resources
• Plan services

• Monitor equality 
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Census information informs decisions 
that improve lives

Population

The census will create a 
snapshot of the entire 

population of England and 
Wales in 2021, helping plan 

and fund services.

Health and Disabilities

It will assess how many people 
need access and additional 
support, ensuring the right 
services are put in place for 

everyone.

Housing

The census will uncover the 
range and quality of 

housing currently available, 
helping to better 

understand and plan for 
future housing needs.
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Census information informs decisions 
that improve lives

Transport

It will measure how we use 
our cars and public transport, 
helping authorities to plan for 

improvements.

Employment

It will provide a picture of 
how many people work in 

different types of industries, 
allowing different sectors to 

plan jobs and training.

Ethnic Groups

The census will understand 
enthnic diversity, ensuring 
the resources are in place to 

make sure all groups are 
treated equally.
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Keeping personal information safe
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• We have a strict security regime in place that follows government 
standards and protects your confidentiality by law. It is a crime for 
anyone to share your personal data

• Before we publish our statistics, we make sure that they do NOT 
include any personal information, ie: name, age, marital status

• The information we collect in the census is kept anonymous and 
secure for 100 years. Only then can future generations view them. 

• Everyone must complete the census. Legislation made the modern 
census a legal obligation in 1920



Ethnic community breakdown 2001 vs 2011
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Asian community breakdown 2011
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Census 2011 - Key Statistics by Religion
For Birmingham
Total population of 1,073,045 2011 Census Response Rate %

Christian 494,358 (46.1%) Christian 93%
Muslim 234,411 (21.8%) Muslim 94%
Hindu 22,362 (2.1%) Hindu 87%
Sikh 32,376 (3.0%) Sikh 74%
Buddhist 4,790 (0.4%) Buddhist 73%
Jewish 2,205 (0.2%)
Other Religion 5,646 (0.5%)
No Religion 206,821 (19.3%)
Religion not stated 70,086 (6.5%)
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Census 2011  
Questionnaire Form
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Common errors when filling in the questionnaire

Question 14 - National Identity

If you hold a British passport it is important that we 
state ‘British’ as our national identity.

If you were born in a another country but hold a British 
passport then please DO NOT tick the other box and 
state the country of your birth.

Question 15 (C) - Ethnic Group

It is crucial we state ‘Indian’ if our forefathers are from 
India, and NOT state our caste in the other box



Census 2011  
Questionnaire Form
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Question 16 - Religion

If you practice hinduism than please tick the box 
next to  ‘Hindu’. 

This question is reasonably self-explanatory, but 
there may be instances where people may state 
the various sects they may follow ie: Vaishnava 
dharma, or Swaminarayan dharma etc



How has census helped various communities?
Charities and voluntary organisations often use data as evidence to get funding.

Example:

• Muslim Council of Britain, used the 2001 Census data to secure supply of 
Muslim chaplains in hospitals 

• Nisema Patel (Redbridge Psychological Health Worker), used the 2011 data 
for diagnostics of dementia in Asian/Black people, to target the 
communications to increase awareness at an early stage

• Jewish Policy Research use Census-based age/sex of Jewish population to 
estimate the future care needs of the Jewish elderly population for residential 
care facilities and service provision
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Benefits for the Indian communities
Census provides decision-makers with accurate information about the 
population:

● Community Organisations - Future needs for new Community Centres

● Places of worship - Planning and approval for temples

● Healthcare - Provision and retention of healthcare facilities for the community

● Council funding - Elderly travel, provision of social care, community social clubs etc
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Impact of COVID-19

● Fewer opportunities to reach out to the asian community where language is a 
barrier

● Economically disadvantaged more excluded – digital divide

● People shielding or with restrictions on movement (and not digitally active) 
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There has never been a more important 
time for YOU, as community leaders, to 
help, get involved and engage with the 

members of your community, who 
elected you to represent them.



How can we work together? 
As Community Leaders
No one knows your community better than you. As a trusted local community leader we 
need your help to raise awareness, help people understand why census is important and 
encourage people to take part and see the benefits of census

Your Knowledge
Your knowledge of the people in your community can help us put support in place that lets 
everyone take part

Awareness
Your community links can help us spread the word about what census is why it’s so 
important

Access
Your network can help us reach people in your community who need support filling in their 
census form and make sure they included and counted
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How can we work together? 
As Community Advisors we can help you raise awareness of the census by:
● Giving information, advice and support for your organisation/community

● Engage and support local communities with specific needs, such as providing support 
for those do not use English as their first language, including help to get online. 

● Supply digital and printed resources, such as information leaflets for you to share in 
english and translated versions to meet the needs of specific groups. 

By working closely with you, we can make sure we understand any 
challenges people in your community face in taking part.
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Next Steps 

● Host a meeting with your community where we can introduce census.

● Invite us to your community events, so we can explain why it is important for our 
community to fill in the census questionnaire and be counted.

● Help us raise awareness and engagement through your community outreach

● Integrate literature on your Community/Organisation website

● Post on social media and put census information in your communications

● Work with the Census Community Advisers in your areas

● Motivate your community
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We cannot do it without you

Working together will leave a lasting 
impact on our community and our 

future generation

Thank you for supporting Census 2021! 
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Keep in touch
If you like further information or engagement regarding census activity 

in your community, please email me at

subhash.rathod67@field.census.gov.uk 

Or call on:
    (+44) 07452 939947

Bookmark the Census 2021 website: www.census.gov.uk
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Thank you


